Archdiocese of Regina January 11, 2026

Baptism of the Lord

2026 De Margerie Lectures on Christian Reconciliation and Unity
“Christian Martyrdom and the Unity of the Church,” a two-
lecture series with Dr. Jeremy Bergen.

When Pope Francis heard about the 21 Copts killed by ISIS
in Libya in 2015, he said this: “It makes no difference whether
they be Catholics, Orthodox, Copts, or Protestants. They are
Christians!... Their blood confesses Christ.” He was tapping into
a powerful intuition. There is something in the stories of Christian
martyrs—both those killed centuries ago and those killed much
more recently—that might inspire, instruct, and draw together
otherwise divided Christians.

In the first lecture, we examine the basic claim that a history of
martyrdom serves as a resource for ecumenism. By exploring
the stories and legacies of some particular martyrs, we can see
how unity and solidarity might be expressed, but also some of the
challenges and tensions. In the second lecture, we look at one
major barrier—the history of Christians killing Christians. During
the Reformation, for example, the execution of fellow Christians
was justified on theological grounds, and some of those killed
are honoured as martyrs by some churches. How do we reckon
with this history in ways that do justice to the past, and promote
reconciliation and unity in the future?

The Ecumenism of Blood: Solidarity in Trying Times
Wednesday, January 21, 2026

7:00 PM

Campion College (U of R), 3825 Lee Gren Avenue, Regina

We examine the basic claim that a history of martyrdom serves as
a resource for ecumenism. By exploring the stories and legacies
of some particular martyrs, we can see how unity and solidarity
might be expressed, but also the challenges and tensions.
Christians Killing Christians: Reconciling Violent Pasts and
Conflicting Martyrdoms

Thursday, January 22, 2026

7:00 PM

St. Thomas More College (U of S), 1437 College Drive, Saskatoon
We look at one major barrier — the history of Christians killing
Christians. During the Reformation, the execution of fellow
Christians was justified on theological grounds, and some of those
killed are honoured as martyrs by some churches. How do we
reckon with this history in ways that do justice to the past, and
promote reconciliation and unity in the future?

The two lectures complement each other and will be available
both in-person and via livestream at: bit.ly/Demargerie2026

A training session for facilitators of synodal
“Conversation in the Spirit”.

Led by members of the Archdiocesan Synod Team,
this 90-minute training session will equip you to lead
synod discussions in your parishes, prayer groups,
CWL, K of C, or anywhere you gather to prayerfully
discern the Spirit’s call to the church.

Wed., January 14 at 7 pm - register at: bit.ly/Synod-
facilitator-training-Jan-14

Sat., January 17 at 10 am - register at: bit.ly/Synod-
facilitator-training-Jan-17

Choose either one of these sessions. Please
register in advance to receive the Zoom link.
Contact Lisa Polk, Ipolk@archregina.sk.ca, for
further details.

Retreats with the Myriam Family House of
Prayer

Youth retreat (13-17 years old)

Come, fill me with the power of your Gifts!

Friday, January 16, from 5:00 pm to Saturday,
January 17, 2:00 pm

Suggested donation $40/person

Adult Retreat

For a day retreat for adults on January 24th, 2026,
From 9:30 — 4:00

With the theme:

Live your life in the Holy Spirit.

discovering the Seven Gifts in action in my life.
The retreat will include Mass, Confessions, Holy
hour, a talk, lunch and fellowship, in the beauty of
nature and the silence of the countryside at our
house of prayer in McLean, Sk, 45 km East of
Regina. Please register by phoning at 306-761-
0528 or email: pss.prairies@famillemyriam.org

Pray With the Pope January - For the Word of God

Let us pray that praying with the Word of God be nourishment for
our lives and a source of hope in our communities, helping us to
build a more fraternal and missionary Church. popesprayer.va/
praywiththepope/

Stewardship Bulletin Bit
‘John tried to prevent him, saying, “l need to be baptized by
you, yet you are coming to me?” Matthew 3:14
The Catholic Catechism states that “Jesus’ immersion in
the water is a sign for all human beings of the need to die

to themselves to do God’s will.” In other words, as baptized
Catholics, there is only one gift that we need to give to Jesus
— the gift of ourselves. Surrender yourself to God, place your
trust in Him and allow the Holy Spirit to work through you for
the greater glory of God.

The Archdiocese of Regina is located on Treaty 4 Territory, the traditional
lands of the Néhiyawak, Nahkawé, and Nakota,
and homeland of the Dakota, Lakota, and Métis peoples.
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