December 27, 2020

BLESSED SACRAMENT PARISH
2049 Scarth Street, Regina, SK S4P 2H5 • (306)522-742

blessed.sacrament@sasktel.net • www.blessedsacramentregina.ca

Sunday, December 27th
Feast of the Holy Famil
Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14
Psalm 128:1-2, 3, 4-5
Colossians 3:12-21
Luke 2:22-40 or 2:22, 39-40

Monday, December 28t
1 John 1:5-2:2
Psalm 124:2-3, 4-5, 7-8
Matthew 2:13-18

January 1st • Mary, Mother of God
10:00 am Mass

Tuesday, December 29t
1 John 2:3-11
Psalm 96:1-2, 2-3, 5-6
Luke 2:22-35

There wi be no Mass on New Year’s Eve, December 31st

Wednesday, December 30th

Saturday, January 2nd, 5:10 PM
January 3rd, 10:00 A

1 John 2:12-17
Psalm 96:7-8, 8-9, 10
Luke 2:36-40

Thursday, December 31st
1 John 2:18-21
Psalm 96:1-2, 11-12, 13
John 1:1-18

___________________________________________________________________

Friday, January 1st
Mary, Mother of God

Daily Mass Schedule

Pre-registration is required for a Masses

Numbers 6:22-27
Psalm 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8
Galatians 4:4-7
Luke 2:16-21

No scheduled Masses from December 28-31
(also the church wi not be open for visitation during this period)

Daily Mass at 12:05 pm resumes January 4th

Saturday, January 2nd
Sts. Basil the Great and
Gregory Nazianze

Parish Staf

1 John 2:22-28
Psalm 98:1, 2-3, 3-4
John 1:19-28

Office Hours: 12:30–4:00 PM Tuesday to Frida
Parish Offices will close after Christmas Dec 28-January 4t
Administrator: The Rev. Dr. James Hentges
pastor.bsacrament@sasktel.net

Sunday, January 3rd
The Epiphany of the Lor
Isaiah 60:1-6
Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13
Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6
Matthew 2:1-12

Parish Secretary: Rita Alsamaan Kauawati
of ce.bsacrament@sasktel.net
Music Director: Jan Benedict Bitara
music.bsacrament@sasktel.net
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Caretaker: Simon Hago

MASS INTENTIONS

LITURGICAL MINISTRY

Saturday, Dec. 26

+Holy Souls in purgatory by a
parishioner

Sunday, Dec. 27

For the Parishioners

Dec. 26, 5:10 PM

Dec. 27, 10:00 AM

Community Leader Rosita Ongsu

Friday, January 1

For the Parishioners

Saturday, January 2

+Holy Souls in purgatory by a
parishioner

Sunday, January 3

For the Parishioners

Lector 1 Larry Ongsu

Jeanne Bonneville

Lector 2 Jeannette Luttmer

Kim Lovely

January 1st, 10:00 AM
Lector 1

Jeanne Bonneville

Lector 2

volunteer needed

POPE FRANCIS ON TODAY’S GOSPEL

“My eyes have seen your salvation” (Lk 2:30).
These are the words we repeat each evening
at Night Prayer. With them, we bring our day
to an end, saying: “Lord, my salvation comes
from You, my hands are not empty, but are
full of your grace”. Knowing how to see grace
is the starting point. Looking back, rereading
one’s own history and seeing there God’s
faithful gift: not only in life’s grand moments,
but also in our fragility and weakness, in our
insigni cance. To have the right kind of view
on life, we ask to be able to perceive God’s
grace for us, like Simeon. (Homily, 24th World
day for Consecrated Life, 1 February 2020

January 2, 5:10 PM

January 3, 10:00 AM

Community Leader Rosita Ongsu
Lector 1 Larry Ongsu

Jeanne Bonneville

Lector 2 volunteer needed

volunteer needed

FINANCIAL UPDATE

Dec 12/13

Regular/Loose Collection

$1,144.50

Dec 19/20
$3,031.10
$405.00

Christmas
Building Fund

$77.50

$247.50

Disinfecting Fund

$250.00

$355.00

DONATION ENVELOPES FOR 2021

BLESSED SACRAMENT PARISH RECEIVES GRANT

The Parish donation envelopes are available.
Please take your box of envelopes for 2021.
They are locate in the church in the area near
the organ. If there are any errors, please
contact the parish of ce

Blessed Sacrament Parish has received another very generous
grant from an anonymous donor to assist us with our capital
improvement projects to repair and restore our historic parish
Church.

CHRISTMAS GIFT

There is a gift for you to pick up after Mass.
Take the CD 'The Seven Pillars of Catholic
Spirituality" for yourself or a family member.
They are located near the creche on the
communion rail
2021 ST. JOSEPH’S MISSAL AVAILABLE
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You are welcome to pick up a St. Joseph’s Daily Missal
for the coming year. They are located on the
communion rail near the Christmas creche.
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December 27, 2020

Blessed Sacrament Parish gratefully acknowledges the signi cant
nancial support of the Anonymous Donor Capital Find at the
South Saskatchewan Community Foundation. The South
Saskatchewan Community Foundation is a public foundation
serving the people of South
Saskatchewan. The Foundation
builds permanently endowed
charitable funds for the
changing needs and
opportunities of the community
and provides grants to eligible
charitable organizations in
culture, health, education,
environment, recreation and social service sectors
This grant matches your donations at 50%. So, we are grateful to
all who contributed to our building fund which allows us to
receive this grant.

Roman Catholic Archdiocese of REGINA
OFFICE OF THE ARCHBISHOP
445 Broad Street N., Regina, SK, CANADA S4R 2X8
Tel: (306) 352-1651 Fax: (306) 352-6313 E-mail: chancery @archregina.sk.ca

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, dear friends,
Warm greetings in the Christ child. Christmas can be a difficult time of year for people at the best of
times, and in this most unusual of years, a COVID Christmas brings challenges for all of us. A parishioner
in one of our city parishes recently posted that a lot of people seem to be trying to ‘save Christmas,’ and
by ‘saving Christmas,’ she notes, trying to evoke or create the expected and desired seasonal feelings,
relationships, and surroundings. She adds, ‘Just want to point out that it’s Christmas that saves YOU, no
matter how you feel, whom you're with, where you are, or what you have.’
That insightful Facebook post helps frame a set of questions worth pondering.
In what is for many the most difficult and lonely Christmas in living memory,
how do we find our way to the joy and hope that the season brings? When our
usual ways of gathering and celebrating are largely taken away or seriously
diminished, how do we attend to what God is doing for us, so that we can
receive this good news at the depths of our being and live this moment as well
as possible? There are no universal answers, but here are a few thoughts.
What the deepest theology reflects upon, and the simplest carols proclaim, is this: God comes to us as
and where we are. We tend to think of Christian life as a long walk towards God, but the real story that
our faith relates is that on this road of human history, God comes to find and meet us - in many ways,
but in the Incarnation, does so by embracing the human condition and this earthly life in the most tender
and vulnerable way imaginable.
Last week someone sent me a quote from St Augustine’s Confessions (book 10, chapter 8), where he
writes, “Human beings go abroad to admire the heights of mountains, the mighty waves of the seas, the
broad tide of rivers, the vast compass of the oceans, the circular motions of the stars; and yet they pass
over the mystery of themselves without a thought.” What was true 1,600 years ago is true today.
The Incarnation points us back to our most fundamental human experience, because it tells us that God
meets us precisely there.
This past Summer, with the generous help of many people, I was able to have an old farmhouse
renovated, and in October, was able to move out of Regina and onto the wide-open spaces of Canadian
prairie, though only 10 minutes from the city. If you love prairie walking, dramatic skies, and putting our
lives and their problems in perspective by pondering the vastness of things, this is a great place to be.
I have a nephew who visited with a very good camera that was able to produce time lapse videos, which
gave an extraordinary view of the sheltering sky at dawn, the winter winds of the day, the shifting
landscape at dusk, and the moon rising at night. Breathtaking beauty is all around us, every day.
One thing that COVID has done for some of us, and a COVID Christmas in particular, is that it has slowed

life down. I really like the time lapse videos; but even better, though requiring a little more patience, is
the sunrise, moonrise, clouds in the sky, as they happen. Not sped up. But as God gives them to us each
moment of each day.
Into the rhythms of our days and our lives, God enters, enters into time, and into the wondrous,
amazing, at time appalling frustrating, beautiful experience of being alive. The creation account in
Genesis tells us that God breathed life and wills us, whole and entire, to live this human life. And Jesus’
birth tells us more. At the Second Vatican Council, the Church put it this way: “by His incarnation the Son
of God has united Himself in some fashion with every person. He worked with human hands, thought
with a human mind, acted by human choice and loved with a human heart.”
We struggle in so many ways with being human. But as we ponder the angel Gabriel coming to Mary and
telling her of God’s extraordinary plan, as we kneel before a creche and look at the Christ child wrapped
in swaddling cloths, as we sing our most loved Christmas carols (even if only to ourselves), let us
remember this: this human condition that we experience in all its complexity and brokenness is dearly
loved by God. And we ourselves, in all the chaos and contradictions of our lives, are loved by a boundless
love, a relentless and transforming love, a redeeming love. See it in the sheltering sky, and in the face of
the baby Jesus, and in the face of each human being in our lives.
Friends, whatever discouragement you carry within you this Christmas,
whatever darkness has beset the lives of your family or loved ones,
take courage. God’s plan is bigger and more wondrous than all the
obstacles we face today. The Word has taken flesh. Christ is born.
Rejoice, and find rest for your souls there.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

+ Donald Bolen
Archbishop of Regina

